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RESPONSE TO PETITION FOR RULEMAKING
Check one: [] Initial Agency Notice [X] Agency Decision

Regulatory Coordinator: Elaine J. Y eatts
Telephone: (804) 662-9918 E-mail: elaine.yeatts@dhp.state.va.us

Agency Name: Board of Dentistry, Department of Health Professions

Chapters affected:

VAC No. Chapter Name (eg., Regulations Pertaining to Sharks):
(€., 4 VAC 20-490):

18 VAC 60-20 Regul ations Governing the Practice of Dentistry and Dental Hygiene

Statutory Authority: 54.1-2400 and 54.1-2724 of the Code of Virginia

Name of petitioner: James W. Jelinek, DDS

Natur e of petitioner'srequest: To amend section 200 which establishes that two dental
hygienists may work under the supervision of a licensed dentist at any onetime. The
petitioner request that theratio be changed to three hygienistsfor each dentist sincethe
current ratio limits his practice and ability to provide hygiene servicesto his patients.

INITIAL AGENCY NOTICE

Agency'splan for disposition of therequest: The Board will consider the petition for rule-
making at its meeting on September 12, 2003.

Comments may be submitted until August 5, 2003

AGENCY DECISION
[ ] Request Granted
X Request Denied

Statement of reasonsfor decision: The Board received four written commentson the
petition, all of which were opposed to changing theratio. At thistime, the Board believes
that sucha a change would exacer bate the problem of too few hygienistsin under served areas
of the state. Data isinadequate to determine the potential effect of a changein theratio, so
the Board has agreed to begin collecting wor kfor ce data. The Board will continue to engage
in study and dialogue on theissue.

Agency Contact for Further Information:
Name: Elaine J. Y edtts

Title: Agency Regulatory Coordinator
Address: 6603 W. Broad Street, 5" floor, Richmond, VA 23230
Telephone: (804) 662-9918 Fax: (804) 662-9114 Toll Free: 1- -
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